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Great Basin Observatory Celebrates “First Light” on National Park Centennial

If you’ve been exploring the Great Basin National Heritage 
Area lately, you may have run across our furry friends, 
Horst and Graben. The two sheep—one a bighorn ram 
native to the mountains and the other a domestic ewe 
at home in the valleys—showed up at our office in Baker 
raving about the GBNHA! Inspired by  the diversity of 
sites and activities, the two are promoting the Great Basin 
National Heritage Area on Twitter (@HORSTandGRABEN) 
and Instagram (horst.and.graben). 

On August 25, 1916, President Woodrow Wilson signed 
the “Organic Act” creating the National Park Service. A 
century later, Great Basin National Park celebrated the 
anniversary by dedicated the Great Basin Observatory. 
With its 28-inch CDK-700 Planewave telescope (donated 
by the Niggli Family), the GBO is the first research-grade 
astronomical observatory in a national park. The facility, 
which was completed just before the NPS Centennial,  
was gifted to the Park by its non-profit partner, the Great 
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Governor Brian Sandoval, Astronomer Tyler Nordgren, Superintendent Steve Mietz, Great Basin Foundation Chair Becky Mills, and Congressman 
Cresent Hardy cut the ribbon; the Milky Way arcs over the GBO; GBNP Archeologist Eva Jensen names Elinor Tilford Charleston (born in 1916) 
Great Basin’s “Centennial Ranger” as Elinor’s cousin Dave Tilford (member of both the Foundation and the Heritage Area boards) looks on.

Basin National Park Foundation. The Foundation raised 
over $800K for its construction and initial operations. The 
Great Basin Heritage Area Partnership is proud to have 
established the first matching grant of $100K in 2013, and 
we are thrilled the GBO is now up and running! 

To learn more, from what research is planned to the 
development of the K-12 “Reach for the Stars” education 
program, please visit  www.greatbasinobservatory.org.

If their names are vaguely familiar, but you just can’t 
place them, you probably last heard them in a geology 
class. “Horst and Graben” is another term for “Basin and 
Range” topography caused by the stretching of the Earth’s 
crust. As it is pulled apart, the crust fractures, creating 
fault lines. Blocks of bed rock are thrust upwards forming 
mountains (horst) while other blocks drop down to 
become valleys (graben). 

Find out more about our friends (and geology!) at
www.greatbasinheritage.org/horst-graben.
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Upcoming Events

Lehman Caves Tours			   www.nps.gov/grba/planyourvisit/cave-tours.htm		  Baker, NV
Great Basin National Park

Cove Fort Guided Tours		  www.lds.org/locations/cove-fort-historic-site			   Cove Fort, UT

Great Basin Museum			   www.greatbasinmuseum.com	 				    Delta, UT

McGill Drugstore Museum		  www.mcgilldrugstoremuseum.org	 			   McGill, NV

Nevada Northern Railway		  www.nnry.com; 775-289-2085					     Ely, NV
and East Ely Depot Museum		  http://museums.nevadaculture.org/eerdm

Territorial Statehouse State Park	 https://stateparks.utah.gov/parks/territorial-statehouse		 Fillmore, UT

Topaz Museum			   www.topazmuseum.org						     Delta, UT
			   						    
White Pine Public Museum		  www.wpmuseum.org	 					     Ely, NV

October 28-29		        Shadows of the Past Candlelight Tours			   Territorial Statehouse
			          https://stateparks.utah.gov/parks/territorial-statehouse		  Fillmore, UT

October 8-29		         The Haunted Ghost Train					    Nevada Northern Railway
Nov 19 - Dec 28	        The Polar Express						     National Historic Landmark		
			           www.nnry.com						      Ely, NV	
					   
November 25 - 	        Sights, Sounds & Smells of Christmas			   Multiple Events & Locations 
December 3		         www.elynevada.net/events/christmas.html			   Ely, NV	

November 26		         Border Inn Crafts Fair					     The Border Inn
			          www.borderinncasino.com					     Baker, NV

November 26		         Festival of Trees and Parade 				    Delta, UT
			          www.delta.utah.gov/res_vis_resources.christmastime.html

December 5		         Old Time Christmas Celebration				    Territorial Statehouse
			          https://stateparks.utah.gov/parks/territorial-statehouse		  Fillmore, UT

January 13-14		        Old Sheepherders’ Gathering	 			   The Border Inn
			          www.greatbasinheritage.org					     Baker, NV			 

January 13-15		        Fire and Ice Festival					     Cave Lake State Park, NV   
			          www.elynevada.net/events/fireice.html		
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