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Shoshone dance performances, living history demonstrations, and wagon rides are all part of the Old 
Capitol Arts & Living History Festival. School groups learn about birds of prey and engage in numerous 
activities such as milking cows, making ice cream, and building cabins with nearly life-sized Lincoln logs.

Candle-making, quilts, and craft booths are 
all part of the Old Capitol Arts & Living 
History Festival in Fillmore, Utah. The 
festival, now in its 19th year, is held at 
the Territorial Statehouse State Park the 
weekend following Labor Day (Sept.9-12). 

Over the years the festival, which celebrates 
Utah’s pioneer history and Fillmore’s time 
as the territorial capitol, has expanded both 
in scope and duration, and grants from the 
Great Basin Heritage Area Partnership have 
supported this growth. Specifically, we have 

Grants Program
Do you have a heritage project that needs a little cash to get it off 
the ground? One way the Great Basin Heritage Area Partnership 
accomplishes our goals of conserving, promoting and celebrating the 
region’s natural, cultural and recreational resources is through our 
grants program. Projects we have supported include The Art Bank in Ely, 
Nevada; the Sheffield Handcar at the Nevada Northern Railway in Ely, 
Nevada; the Topaz Museum in Delta, Utah; and the Old Capitol Arts & 
Living History Festival in Fillmore, Utah. 

Not sure if your project qualifies for a GBHAP grant? Give us a call at 775-
234-7171 or send an email to grants@greatbasinheritage.org. We are 
happy to talk with you about your project. Details on the grants program, 
including category descriptions, guidelines, and applications, are posted 
on our website: www.greatbasinheritage.org/grants. 

funded living history activities for school 
children, Shoshone dancing, and the Birds 
of Prey program.

This year the festival is introducing a 
comprehensive story-telling element 
that includes a workshop, “grand” 
story-telling (grandparent-child teams), 
professional story-tellers, and private 
recording of stories. Information on 
the story-telling events and how to 
participate is on the festival website: 
oldcapitolartsandlivinghistoryfestival.org.
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The Great Basin Observatory
Partners’ Corner

Exceptionally dark, clear night skies make 
Great Basin National Park an ideal location 
for research astronomy. A relatively small 
telescope is much more effective here than 
it would be in locations where light pollution 
obscures the cosmos. This is why the Park, 
University of Nevada-Reno, Western Nevada 
College, Southern Utah University, Concordia 
University, and the Great Basin National Park 
Foundation have come together to build the 
Great Basin Observatory. The observatory 
will create opportunities for researchers and 
students and will bring the beauty of our 
universe to people everywhere.

For Great Basin residents, the arc of the Milky Way is a familiar site (photo K. Carroll). But we are the 
fortunate few. Light pollution obscures the night sky for most Americans. The Great Basin Observatory will 
enable us to share this stellar view with researchers, students, and everyone else who simply loves stars.

The Great Basin National Heritage Area has a new visitor guide which includes a new 
map for the area and contact information for parks, tours, and other points of interest. If 
you would like a brochure (or a full box to distribute!) please let us know. We have also 
installed new signs outside our office in Baker, NV - stop in and see us if you are in town!

The Foundation is raising funds to build the 
observatory. Several donations and pledges 
have been made, including $18,000 from 
the Willard L. Eccles Foundation, $50,000 
from NV Energy, and $100,000 from the 
Great Basin Heritage Area Partnership. 
Recently, an anonymous donor pledged to 
match up to $125,000 for new donations 
received by the end of 2015, bringing the 
Foundation very close to its fundraising 
goal of $500,000.

To learn more about this exciting project 
and how you can contribute, please visit 
www.greatbasinobservatory.org.

The GBO will capture imagery 
such as the orion nebula (photo 
P.Gardner); Dave Tilford and Steve 
Brown accept NV Energy’s $50K 
donation from Mary Simmons.

What’s New?
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Upcoming Events

Ongoing Opportunities
Cove Fort Guided Tours				    Cove Fort, UT		  Daily 9:00 a.m. to Dusk
www.lds.org/locations/cove-fort-historic-site

Ely Renaissance Village 				    Ely, NV			  Saturdays through September
www.elyrenaissance.com								        10:00 - 4:00

Great Basin Museum	 				    Delta, UT		  Monday - Saturday 10:00 - 5:00
www.greatbasinmuseum.com

Great Basin National Park & Lehman Caves		  Baker, NV		  Daily 8:00 - 5:00
www.nps.gov/grba; 775-234-7331
cave tour reservations: 775-234-7517

Nevada Northern Railway Museum			   Ely, NV			  Wednesday - Monday 8:00 - 5:00
www.nnry.com; 775-289-2085	

Territorial Statehouse State Park Museum		  Fillmore, UT		  Monday - Saturday, 9:00 - 5:00
www.stateparks.utah.gov/parks/territorial-statehouse

Topaz Museum					     Delta, UT		  Monday - Saturday, 11:00 - 5:00
www.topazmuseum.org

White Pine Public Museum				    Ely, NV			  Tuesday - Saturday 12:00 - 5:00
www.wpmuseum.org; 775-289-4710

Star Train @ Nevada Northern Railway	 September 4 @ 7:00 p.m. 			        	
www.nnry.com; 775-289-2085			   Ely, NV

Old Capitol Arts & Living History Festival	 September 9-12		       	
www.oldcapitolartsandlivinghistoryfestival.org		  Fillmore, UT

Great Basin Astronomy Festival		  September 10-12 	      	
www.BestNightSky.com				    Baker, NV	

Delta Car Show				    September 18-20
801-641-9938 or 801-372-1862			   Delta, UT 

Deseret Heritage Park Bazaar		  September 12, 10:00 -3:00			 
435-660-1647	 				    Deseret, UT

Silver State Classic				    September 18-20
www.elynevada.net	 			   Ely, NV		

Take It to the Lake Half Marathon		  September 19
www.elyoutdoorenthusiasts.org/half-marathon.html 	 Cave Lake State Park, NV

Golden aspens make fall a beautiful time to camp in the Great Basin National Heritage Area!


